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Paradigms in social science research
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Abstract

Research in social sciences since the end of world war Il has been occupied by the
paradigm of positivism with the use of quantitative survey as main source of study method.
Subsequently, a group of social scientists have proposed the anti-positivism paradigm and
the use of qualitative study. This article investigates three different paradigms in social
science research which are positivism, intepretivism and critical theory. The last two are
anti-positivism.  Positivism strongly applies the principle and method of natural science.
Intepretivism believes that social reality can be obtained by the way the actors give
meanings to their social actions. Critical theory paradigm focuses on the criticism of the
hegemony of capitalism and favors research with anti-capitalism stand point.
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