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A Study of Keyboard Harmony Content at Undergraduate Level
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to investigate the content of the keyboard
harmony course offered at the undergraduate level for piano major students, at the college
of music of Mahidol University. The methodology of qualitative research was employed to
acquire in—depth information from studying documents and interviews with five participants.
Participants in this study included experienced piano teachers and the selection was based on the
criteria of Thai nationality as well as expertise. In order to create a suitable content for keyboard
harmony courses at the undergraduate level, this research also employed the focus group discussion
method with three participants for discussing the issues from the interview. The main topics of
the study were 1) the teaching experience of participants in teaching keyboard harmony in
Thailand; 2) The contents of keyboard harmony classes for piano major students, at the
undergraduate level.

The study found that 1) the teaching experiences of the 5 participants were
important to the develop keyboard harmony courses for undergraduate students in terms of
teaching method, time, content, textbook, and problem solving. 2) there are two main parts
of the course contents for teaching keyboard harmony at the undergraduate level:
a) core contents: chords, chord progressions, harmonization, improvisation, score reading, and
knowledge application. b) support contents: scale, transposition, accompaniment, harmonic
analysis, sight reading, ensemble, basic pop and chord reading, theory, and figured bass.
The results of this study are advantageous to developing keyboard harmony course content at
the college of music, Mahidol University, and other music departments interested in
establishing or revising their undergraduate keyboard harmony courses.The content will
influence the quality of piano students in the future.

Keyword: keyboard harmony / undergraduate / content
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