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Thai Local Wisdom and Evolution of Boats
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Abstract

The boat has been a vehicle for traveling by waterways since ancient times. Thai people
liked to build their houses by rivers facing the water because in the past they typically used boats
for going places. Methods of transportation by boat have been changed and modified as required,
resulting in the evolution of boats consistent with each time period. Villagers used their wisdom to
create boats, and the craft has been developed continuously since the past. Boats used by
the villagers have undergone changes in building materials, from wood to other various types of
materials for greater convenience in locomotion and easy maintenance. In addition, engines are
installed in bigger boats for long—distance travels or high-volume load carrying. The evolution of
Thai boats was mostly and necessarily driven by social and economic development in the country.
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