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The Responses to Disagreement in Thai: A study of Linguistics Strategies

and Motivational Concerns
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Abstract

This research article aims to study linguistic strategies that Thai people adopt in
response to disagreement and to study their motivational concerns in performing such an act
along the line of Emancipatory Pragmatics (EP) using the Discourse Completion Test (DCT).
The informants were 100 first-year through fourth-year Bachelor’s degree Thai students
from faculties of sciences and humanities. Out of the total number, 30 informants were
randomly selected for an in-depth interview.

The findings can be summarized as follows: Firstly, Thai speakers chose to adopt
mitigating strategies more frequently than using bold-on record strategies in response to
disagreement. Secondly, it was found that there were 2 main motivational concerns or
factors that Thai speakers took into consideration in response to disagreement. They were 1)
motivational concern relating to the purposes of conversation and 2) motivational concern
relating to the context of conversations. It was also found that Thai speakers place a priority
on keeping relationship with their interlocutor. This linguistics behavior might be motivated by
five sociocultural factors, viz: 1) an interdependent view of self, 2) collectivism, 3) aoffiliative
society, 4) interpersonal orientation and 5) high context culture.

Keywords: linguistic strategies, the responses to disagreement in Thai, Thai native speakers’

motivational concerns, language and culture, Emancipatory Pragmatics
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1. m‘aﬁgmmﬁmuﬁam (an interdependent view of self)

Markus and Kitayama (1991) nana (391 TuusasdennsaniunaanEoaion
(self) unnF19iN 121 FIANBLNIINITHNNNBIAIRULULEBATT (an independent view of self)
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2. mflm‘fluﬁmmmu@qmju (collectivism)
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4. afiudensuuuipand A fuanudsiusszninsyaaa (interpersonal
orientation)
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