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The Study of the Needs of Opportunity Expansion for Oil Palm Market
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Abstract

This study had 2 objectives namely, 1) to review and analyze the opinions and
needs of oil palm agriculturists for market expansion of palm oil towards the ASEAN
Community and 2) to compare their needs according to their genders, age groups, education
levels and numbers of family members. Based on an optimum sample size table provided by
Taro Yamane, the sample group of the study was 400 agriculturists from Oil Palm
Cooperative in Chumphon Province. Its quantitative data were analyzed by means of
frequency counts, percentages, means, stand deviations and Independent-Samples t-tests.

Its findings can be summarized as follows: Firstly, on average, the level of the
needs of the majority of oil palm agriculturists to expand their market to the ASEAN
Community was at the highest. Their highest needs were found in 2 aspects which could be
ranked in descending order as (1) to be supported and promoted and (2) to be guided for
selling and exporting. As for their needs at high levels, there were 2 aspects, viz. products
and prices. Secondly, when their needs were compared by genders, age groups, education
levels and number of family members, it was found that, on average, their needs to expand
oil palm markets to the ASEAN Community were significantly different at p = .05 in each
aspect.

Keywords: Oil Palm, ASEAN Community, Free Trade Area.
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