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Pi-Nai: the Roles in the Piphat Ensembles
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Abstracts

Thai traditional music has been developed since Sukhothai period until Rattanakosin
nowadays in the aspects of the arrangements and modifications of musical instruments. For
example, more pieces and kinds of musical instruments were added to increase the aesthetic
quality of music and Piphat ensembles were also modified as well. A long the way, many musical
cultures from neighboring countries were received into Thai traditional music and somehow
modified, for instance, Pi-Phat Nang Hong, Pi-Phat Mon, and Pi-Phat Duek Dam Ban. While
the continuity of changes in Thai traditional music, Pi-Nai is the only woodwind musical
instrument that still plays a major role doing most functions in various ensembles.

Pi-Nai plays as the assistance of the leader of the band and sometimes plays as
the leader. Its ways of performance are the full melody, emotional melody, and sometimes
being adapted characteristics from other musical instruments. Moreover, during performing
Pi-Nai can use various techniques to make a continuity of sound as "circle breath."

Keywords: Pi-Nai, Pi-Phat, Roles, Thai Traditional Music
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