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Abstract

The objectives of this research were: 1) to study the process of the formation of
livelihood development groups by members of the Thai Women’s Empowerment Fund
(TWEF), and 2) to study the process of group management by members of these groups.
The study method was qualitative. Two livelihood development groups from two
communities were chosen as subjects for the study. Data was collected through Oral
Questionnaire, in-depth interviews with 37 members of the groups, as well as TWEF
administrative committee members and staff. Participant observation of case studies in
working groups, everyday life and community context Moreover, review of secondary
sources were also used in the data collection process.

The results showed that: 1) The group formation process for livelihood development
groups arose out of the regulations set by the TWEF. Then, the TWEF information was
disseminated by community leaders. After that, each woman applied to be TWEF’s member.
Economic benefits incentivized the groups to come together, each member joined voluntarily
after considering the benefits she could gain. Formerly, a group leader was selected under
time constraints and as initiator. Family and friend relationships, trust, responsibility and
employment were the conditions for choosing the group. 2) Informal relationships formed a
major basis for group management. The only requirement for the groups was to pay back
the loans. One way group members communicated with each other was through meetings in
daily life that continued from before the groups were set up. Communication was informal
and not complex, but high in participation with regard to group decision making. Group
members shared benefits equally. They managed principal and interest payments
consistently. Other factors associated with the group administration adopt limit.

Keywords: Formation, Management, Livelihood development Group, Thai Women’s Empowerment

Fund
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