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Problems and Needs about Cross-Gender Dressing of Homosexual Male Students:

A Case Study in a Vocational College
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study the problems and needs of homosexual
male students about cross-gender dressing in a college uniform, and to offer some guidelines to
the college to design more appropriate uniform for them. This study was carried out by
qualitative research using a focus group of homosexual male students to find their problems,
needs and suggestions. The participants were 10 key homosexual male informants selected by a
purposive sampling technique from a vocational college in Bangkok. The data were collected by
means of observations, recoding, and documentary research.

It was found that the homosexual male students felt uncomfortable while dressing in a
male student uniform and lacked self-confidence. They would be aggressive when being teased
by male students. They wanted to dress in a female student uniform including when being
offered a degree in a graduation ceremony. Besides, based on college regulations, there are
college uniforms for only male and female students. Male students are required to dress in a
male student uniform whereas female students are also required to dress in a female student
uniform. In case of homosexual male students who have had a transsexual operation, their
parents have to report with medical documents to the college officially. Therefore, it is
suggested that the college regulations be revised in the future and this problem be taken into
consideration.

Keywords: student uniform, homosexual male students, cross-gender dressing
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