11369TINENENENS T 19 Rtiufl 36 NnTAN - Rguiew 2556

Chandrakasem Rajabhat University Journal Vol. 19 No. 36 January — June , 2013
MINMRIAN AN TUNB TR TIEA TN YA TBENEIE Y
[ % [ % < [ % [ %
: NIRIINIAPNAURZIINIATRYST
Community Potential Development for Sustainable Agro-tourism
: Cases in Phuket and Chonburi, Thailand.
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Abstract

The objectives of this study were: 1) to study community’s requirements for
developing community potential in agro-tourism, 2) to study tourists’ behaviors and
demands for agro-tourism areas, 3) to develop community potentials for agro-tourism by
encouraging community involvement, 4) to develop a training manual and a community
tourism manual, and 5) to develop tourism network through community involvement. This
study was the mixed methods research. The results of the study showed that most of
farmers and farmers’ housewives in these two provinces needed more knowledge on food
processing. Concerning tourists’ behaviors and demands, 400 Thai tourists were asked to
answer the questionnaire. The study revealed a high level of interest on agro-tourism. They
liked to gain experiences of visiting fruit orchards, participating in cooking and eating local
foods of the communities, especially fruit juice and agricultural products. They also expected
more traveling convenience as well as promotion via internet.

As for the implementation of trainings on making herbal beverages conducted at
Sufficient Agricultural Learning Center or Tropical Flower Garden in Srisunthorn Sub-
province, Phuket, and making mushroom chili paste with shrimps at The New Theory
Learning Center in Nonghong Sub-province in Chonburi, it was found that those attending
the trainings were satisfied with the lecturer’s knowledge and the benefits they gained at
the highest level. Moreover, the implementation of tourism service activities conducted in
these two provinces to enhance community potentials in agro-tourism revealed that the
tourists’ satisfaction was at the highest level in the aspects of appropriate venue,
demonstration, lecturer’s explanation and the knowledge obtained. Training manual,
community tourism manual and tourism network were developed by encouraging community
involvement. The participants were satisfied with the training and tourism services activities
at a high level. The results of this study indicated that community potential development for
sustainable agro-tourism needs cooperation of both community leaders and members.
Moreover, follow-up program and community potential development activities should be
conducted continually and the benefits should be equally shared to the local people. The
tourism network would promote development and the economic growth of the community to
ensure sustainable agro-tourism.

Keywords: Development, Community potential, Sustainable agro-tourism
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